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IN THE CLAIMS : 

Claim 1 (Cancded) 

2, (Previously presented) Test tube apparatus according to Claim 19, wherein: 
said container body has a substantially circular cross-sectiorL 

3. (Previously presented) Test tube apparatus according to Claim 19, wherdn: 
sai4 cavity is essential^ prismatic and has an essentially rectangular cross-section; 
a cylindrical connecting part for filling projects from said container body. 



4. (Previously presented) Test tube apparatus accordmg to Qaim 19, wherein; 
said indida wall also forms a wall of the container body. 

5. (Previously presented) Test tube apparatus according to Cl^ 19, 



6. (Previously presented) Test tube apparatus according to Claim 19, wherein; 

said indicia wall is formed by a flat laminar zone developed as an extension of a wall of 
said cavity parallel to a direction of s^d detection rays of an optical analyzing systeoL 

7, (Previoudy presented) Test tube apparatus accordiiig to Claim 6, wherein: 





said indida wall is formed by a flat laminar zone projecting from said contain^: body. 
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said laminar zone extends symmetrically on opposite sides of said cavity, said cavity 
having a substantially prismatic shape. 

8. (Previously presented) Test tube apparatus according to Claim 6, wherein: 
longitudinal edges of sdd laminar zone and an additional projection located at a distance 

from said edges define a volume of the test tube contained and centered in a cylindrical housing. 

9. (Previously presented) Test tube apparatus accordbg to Claim 8, wherein: 
said additional projection Is longitudinal and is developed along a plane of symmetry 

perpendicular to said laminar zone. 

Claims 10 and 11 (Canceled) 

12. (Previously presented) Test tube apparatus accordmg to Claim 19, wherein: 
said indicia wail projects tangentially from the cyUndrical container body. 

13. (Previously presented) Test tube apparatus according to Claim 12, wherein: 
said indicia wall projects on opposite ^des of the cylindrical body. 

14. (Previously presented) Test tube apparatus according to CMm 19, wherein: 
two of said indicia walls are provided on said container body and are substantially 
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parallel and spaced from one another. 



15. (Previously presented) Test tube apparatus according to Claim 19. wherdn; 



said container body has an essentially prismatic shape and a rectangular cross-section; 



a bar code is applied onto at least one of the walls substantially parallel to the detection 



rays. 



Claims 16 - 18 (Canceled) 

19. (Currently Amended) A test tube apparatus comprising: 
a c ylindrical container body defining a cavity capable ofholding a sample, said container 
body having a long^dinal axis and two substantially flat and parallel o pposite walls extendbig 
along said longitudinal axis, said opposite walls bdng formed of a material and a shape ft>r 
5 passing detection rays through said opposite walls and through said cavity; 

an indida wall connected to said container body and extending longitudinally along said 
container body, said indicia waU being spaced from said oppoate walls and spaced from the 



detection rays^ said indicia wall being reodvable of optically readable information. 



20. (Previously presented) The apparatus in accordance with daim 19, wherein: 



said indicia wall has a substantially jSat surface substantially parallel with said 



longitudinal axis of said container body. 
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21. (Previously presented) The apparatus in accordance with claim 19, wherein: 
said indicia waK has a substantially flat surface substantially parallel to the detection 

rays. 

22. (Previously presented) The apparatus in accordance with claim 19, vrfierein; 
said indicia wall is non-intersecting of the detection rays, and said indicia wall is in a 

plane substantially parallel with said longitudinal axis of said container body, said indicia wall 
has a substantially flat surface substantially parallel to the detection rays. 

23. (Previously presented) The ^paratus in accordance with claim 20, wherein: 
said substantially flat surface has a width laiger than a distance between said opposite 

walls. 

24. (Canceled) 

25. (Previously presented) The apparatus in accordance with claim 19, wherdn: 
said container body and said indida wall form longitudinal edges for centering and 

^pporting said container body in a seat. 

26. (Canceled) 

5 
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27. (New) A test tube apparatus comprising: 

a cyliadiical container body defining a cavity capable of holding a san^ple, said container 
body having a longitudinal axis and opposite walls extending along said longitudinal axis, said 
5 opposite walls being formed of a material and a shape for passing detection rays through said 

opposite walls and through said cavity; 

an indicia wall connected to said container body and extending longitudinally along said 

detection rays, said indicia waU being recdvable of optically readable information, said indicia 
10 wall being formed by a flat laminar zone {^'ejecting from said container body, said flat laminar 

zone having a longitudinal edge arranged substantially parallel to said longitudinal axis of said 
container body and arranged adjacent to said container body. 

28. (New) The apparatus in accordance with claim 5, wherein: 

said flat laminar zone has a longitudinal edge arranged substantially parallel to said 
longitudinal axis of said container body and arranged adjacent to said container body. 

29. (New) A test tube apparatus comprising: 

a container body defining a cavity capable of holding a sample, said container body 
having a longitudinal axis and two substantially flat and parallel opposite walls extending along 
said lon^tudinal axis> said opposite walls being fl^rmed of a material and a shape for passmg 
5 detection rays through said opposite walls and through said cavity^ 
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an indicia wall connected to said container body and extending longitudinally along said 
container body, said indicia wall bdng receivable of optically readable information; 

a cylindrical connecting part for filling said cavity projects from said container body. 

30. (New) A test tube apparatus comprising: 

a cylindrical container body defining a cavity capable ofbolding a sample, said container 
body having a lon^tudinal axis and opposite walls esctending along said longitudinal axis, said 
opposite walls being formed of a material and a shape for passing detection rays through said 
5 opposite walls and through said cavity, said cavity being essentially prismatic and having an 

essentially rectangular cross-section; 

5^**"^ an indida wall connected to said container body and extending longitudinally along said 

container body» said indicia wall being spaced from said opposite walls and spaced from the 
detection rays, said indida wall being receivable of optically readable information; and 
10 a c^dricalconnecdi^ part for filling projecting from said container body^ 

3 1 . (New) A test tube apparatus comprising: 

a cylindrical container body defininga cavhy capable ofholding a sample, s^d contains 
body having a longitudinal a^s and opposite walls extending along said lon^tudinal axis^ s^d 
opposite walls bjsing formed of a material and a shape for passing detection rays through said 
5 opposite walls and through said cavity; 

an indicia wall connected to said container body and extending longitudinally along said 

7 
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container body, said indicia wall being spaced from said opposite walls and spaced from the 
detection rays, said indicia wall being receivable of optically readable infonnation, said indicia 
wall also forming a wall of the container body. 

32. (New) A test tube apparatus comprising: 

a cylindrical container body defining a cavity capable ofholding a sample, said container 
body having a longitudinal axis and opposite walls extending along said longitudinal axis» said 
opposite walls being formed of a material and a shape for passing detection rays through said 
5 opposite walls and through said cavity; and 

two indicia walls connected to said container body and extending longitudinally along 
said container body, said two indida walls being spaced from said opposite walls and spaced 
from the detection rays, said indicia walls being receivable of optically readable information, 
said two indicia walls being pro^dded on said container body and being substantially parallel and 
spaced from one another. 

33, (New) A test tube apparatus comprising: 

a cylindrical container body defining a cavity capable ofholding a sample, said contains 
body ha^nng a longitudinal a?ds and opposite walls extending along said longitudinal axis, said 
opposite walls being formed of a material and a shape for passmg detection rays through said 
5 opposite walls and through said cavity, said container body having an essentially prismatic shape 

and a rectangular cross-section; 

8 
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anindiciawaU connected to said container body and e?ctending longitudinally along said 
container body, said indicia wall being spaced from said opposite walls and spaced from the 
detection i^a, said indicia wall being receivable of optically readable information; and 

a bar code applied onto at least one of the walls substantially parallel to the detection 

rays. 

34. (New) A test tube apparatus comprising; 

a cylindrical container body defining a cavity capable ofholding a sample^ said container 
body having a longitudinal axis and opposite walls extending along said longitudinal asds^ said 
opposite walls being fortned of a material and a shape for passing detection rays through said 
5 oppose walls and through said cavity; and 

an indicia wall connected to said container body and extending longitudinally along said 
container body, said indicia wall being spaced from said opposite walls and spaced from the 
detection ray% said indida wall being receivable of optically readable infonnation, said indicia 
wall being formed by a flat laminar zone developed as an etTCtensdon of a wall of said cavity, said 
10 laminar zone extending symmetrically on opposite sides of said cavity, said cavity having a 

substantially prismatic shape. 

35. (New) A test tube apparatus comprismg: 

a cylindrical container body dejSning a ca^^ty capable ofholding a sanotple, said container 
body having a longitudinal axis and opposite walls extending along said longitudinal axis, said 

9 
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opposite walls being formed of a material and a shape for passing detection rays through said 
opposite walls and through said cavity; and 

an indida wall connected to said container body and extending longitudinally along said 
container body, said indicia wall being spaced from said opposite walls and spaced from the 
detection rays, said indicia waO being receivable of optically readable information, said indicia 
wall being fonned by a flat laminar zone developed as an extension of a wall of said cavity^ 
longitudinal edges of said laminar zone and an additional projection located at a distance from 
said edges defining a vohime of the test tube contained and centered in a cylindrical housing. 



Received from < 19UM15855 > at»32:47:08 PM [Easlem Daylight Time] 



10 



